Chapter 1
Happily Ever After

Do you believe in love at first sight? Do you bekehat by
some mysterious, invisible force, in one instan) thearts
can be eternally bound together? Let me tell yotrua
story...

The Meeting

The year was 1978. It was a gorgeous August eveining
East Alabama. | would have been on my motorcyalé noy
brothers had invited me to check out this crazyngppastor
named Steve at a small country church about fifteemutes
from our house. So | left my bike at home and rodgh
them.

“You're going to love this guy,” they had told me.

All four of us brothers had become Christians salvgears
before, but we were still searching to find thehtighurch.
Since we were all a little “crazy” ourselves, | wasry
interested in checking out this latest discovergytthad
made. | never could have imagined how that one athur
service would change my life forever.

| confess, in the past | had been guilty of goiogliurch to
see the girls. After all, church is the best plagoefind a
suitable mate. But this night | was not interestedboking
at girls. | came to seek the Lord, and | found HBut | also
found a girl' Not just any girl-the girl.

Now, before you allow your imagination to run wildt me
clarify that | didn’t go up and sweep her off heef with

some well-rehearsed, poetic words. This is me wlleng

about here—a simple country boy who grew up outsige
city limits of a town with a population of 851.



“You're Robert Spratlin’s sister, aren’t you?” lkasl her.
“Yes,” she replied.
And that was it. | turned and walked away.

You have to admit, it wasn’t that bad an openimg.liThe
problem was | was too dumb to follow through! lisasly
wanted to get to know her, but | was too shy toidte a
serious conversation. For now, we were just acqaades.
But the story is far from over. God had arrangedt th
meeting, and He had a plan for our lives.

The One

| didn't see Gail again for a couple of weeks. Iswa
surprised, though. | never really thought that saddeautiful
girl could be interested in me, so | didn’t get hppes up.

| was very pleasantly surprised when she showedtupy
house one afternoon early in September, broughe thg a
mutual friend of ours named Michael. The pastor ta&sg
a group of young people from the church out toseaifood,
and | was invited. Maybe they were just being nioe,
maybe she really was interested in me. | still watil get
my hopes up.

We met at the church, and all went together tar¢iseaurant.
By the time we got back to the church that nightak ready
to get to know this girl better. Besides her obgimutward
beauty, there was something intangible that drevianteer. |
miraculously overcame my timidity, and we talked &wer
an hour that night, before she drove off in herdFBinto
toward her house, fifteen minutes southeast ofctinach,
and | on my motorcycle to mine, fifteen minutesthaest
of it.

Over the next few weeks, we found every possible
opportunity to be together. The more | got to knosv, the
more convinced | was that she was the one that lzob



prepared for me to be my life partner. There reethibut
one final confirmation and it was just around tbener.

Are You Sure?

| didn’t really need any more proof; | was sure stwuld
make an ideal wife for me. But God saw fit to blass with
a verysweetaffirmation of His will: sweet potato casserole.

They say the way to a man’s heart is through reshath.
Well, she captured my heart with the sweet potasserole
that she brought to the church pot-luck Thanksgiwapper.
After that there could be no doubt—we were madeetmrh
other! By December 1978, | was shopping for an
engagement ring.

“Are you absolutely sure she’s the one?” my oldasther
asked me one night.

“Yes, | am,” | replied. “I'm convinced that it's Gits will for
me to marry Gail.”

“Then we’re all happy for you,” he said.

“But,” | added, “The ring is to be a surprise fonrdtmas, so
not a word to anyone.”

“The secret’s safe with us.”
But the secret did get out.

“I know what Robert got you for Christmas,” Gaiksster-
in-law told her a few days before Christmas Eveahl@ to
contain her enthusiasm.

“What?” Gail asked, unable to contain her curiasity
The Wedding

Well, at least she acted surprised when she opesesmall
gift on Christmas Eve, and | think she was genwinel
pleased. We set a tentative date for the weddiaggdipg my
talking to her father to ask for her hand. We dedidn June



30, to allow time for her to graduate from high aohand
plan the wedding.

Her parents were not thrilled with the idea of tharriage,

especially her mother. I'm not sure if it was tlaetfthat |

drove a motorcycle, or if it was the long hair dvehrd she
didn’t care for. At any rate, Gail's father gave lksbnsent, so
we moved forward with our plans. Gail was eightesam] |

would be twenty-one before our wedding day.

Saturday, June 30, 1979, was another gorgeousndBwpst
Alabama. In fact, it was one of the most beautifays of my
life. The wedding and reception were perfect. Mpther
loaned us his car to go on our honeymoon, sincan’td
have a car, and the timing belt had broken on &R&ilhto the
day before! In spite of that, our honeymoon in (&atirg,
Tennessee, was also perfect. | was the happiestomahe
planet.

Happily Ever After?

Elvis Presley sang a song called “True Love Trawelsa
Gravel Road.” That's a fairly accurate way to ddésrit.
Don Francisco sang a song entitled “Love is NotealiRg
(It's an Act of Your Will).” That’s real life. Mospeople go
into marriage with a fairytale illusion of whagppily ever
afteris.



Did you ever notice that, in fairytales, the boakmovie
always ends right after the wedding, and you dget to
read or see how they lived out their married lifesu either
read or are informed by the narrator that “thegdi\nappily
ever after?” But how does that translate to réaPli

First of all, ever afteris relative to the life span of the
marriage partner who dies first. The phrase inveelding
vows “till death do us part” means that they arengutting
to each other and to God to stay together for ag &s they
both shall live.

“For in the resurrection they
neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels of
God in heaven.”

Matthew 22:30

God’s design for marriage is one man and one woman
together until death separates them.

Now, concerninghappily, the fairytale version of happiness
is some type of unrealistic fantasy existence ffemn
problems, heartache, sorrow, pain, or any other
unpleasantness. Obviously, real, true happinessdasist

in the midst of all those things. Indeed, how wouwiel know
what happiness was if we had never experiencedsarr

True love doesn’'t live onEasy Street It requires
longsuffering, kindness, faithfulness, gentlenesf;control.
It's not always a warm, fuzzy feeling. Sometimes & sheer
act of your will—staying true to your word, your
commitment, your promise, your mate, your God.

You Can be Happily Married

So many young people today are scared to commit to
marriage. They are bombarded by this statistic aner over
again: “Nearly 50 percent of first marriages endlivorce.”
They are so terrified that their marriage will féiat they



choose rather to remain single and enjoy the oppssx by
way of dating, with no long-term commitment.

The good news is that this statistic does not haapply to
you, at least not in a negative sense. If you foltbe plan
laid out in this book, your marriage will be onetbé over
50 percent that does stand the test of time.

| find it very interesting that few people mentithre fact that
over 50 percent of marriages are successfuHave you
ever stopped to wonder what kind of people makehap
over 50 percent? What do they do differently thatkes
their marriages last? Do they just get lucky?

Fortunately, success in marriage is not based aik. lu
Anyone can experience it. That is precisely theppse of
this book; to present a nearly fool-proof, stepsbgp plan
for “How to find and marry the right person at thght
time.” | saynearly fool-proof because if someone is foolish,
they will reject wise counsel, and therefore miss @n the
benefits that God offers to all who will acceptrthe

The truth is thayou can have a successful marriage

First Things First

| have to admit, the ideas in this book are notawyp—I got
them from another book. You may have read it, oleast
started reading it. It's called th¢oly Bible

Unless you understand that God created people and
marriage, you won't be able to glean the full bénef this
book. Consider these verses:

The fool has said in his heart,
“There isno God.”

Psalm 53:1a

The fear of the LORDs the
beginning of knowledgeBut
fools despise wisdom and
instruction.



Proverbs 1:7

“The fear of the LORDis the
beginning of wisdom, And the
knowledge of the Holy Ones
understanding.”

Proverbs 9:10

Before you begin this study, take a few momentsx@amine
your relationship with God. Whether you are a snggrson,
or the parent of one, it is imperative that you sider the
topic of marriage from God'’s point of view, not manGod
designed marriage to be something beautiful, to abe
blessing. It's just common sense to go back testhece, the
Bible, to discover how He intended for it to wo(K.you are
not sure of your salvation, see Appendix A)

Not Old-Fashioned—New and Exciting

Please don't give in to the erroneous idea thatthbeghts
that | am going to share in this book are old-fashd
because they are based on biblical principles, nadmyhich
are not widely practiced in modern society. Thengiples
and truths of God’s word are not old-fashioned;ytlaee
timeless They don’'t belong exclusively to any time in
history; they transcend time and culture. God it limoited
by time or space, and neither are His truths.

Divine truth, when rightly understood and appliedalways
new and exciting. It is always relevant, at anyetirm any
culture or society. As each new generation discod’s
eternal Word, they find it to be exactly what thed to live
a happy and productive life on this earth.

That which has beers what
will be, That whichis done is
what will be done, Andhere is
nothing new under the sun.

Ecclesiastes 1:9



The Rest of the Story

| expect you must be wondering how my own storyeehd
Did that happy young couple in the picture realiyel
happily ever after? Was it reallgve at first sigh?

You'll have to read the rest of the book to find!ou

The rest of your story is yet to be written. Witlychoose to
be one of the over 50 percent whose marriage isceess
and a blessing? Or will you give in to the pressafrenodern
society to avoid the risk of a failed marriage msfponing,
or even forgoing marriage, accepting instead thedulent
substitute of dating?

| challenge you to prayerfully consider the plaeganted in
this book. It is the result of over thirty years @&fal-life
experience in my own marriage, and over twenty /exr
ministry experience, sharing with other individuadsd
couples.

Put out of your mind everything you have “learnediout
love, marriage and happiness from TV, movies, magsaz
friends, and relatives. Many of the concepts is ook may
seem radical, but keep in mind that what most Eeepé
doing today concerning marriage is not working! The
institution of marriage is in serious trouble, ahd solution
calls for radical measures.

If you are serious about finding and marrying the ight
person at the right time, | am confident that you an do
it, and I'll tell you how.

Real World Application

At the end of each chapter, | have included a “R#alld
Application” section to serve as a review of theimyaoints
brought out in the chapter, amal apply them to your life
right now.



My “real world” has never been a perfect world. Eve
though Gail and | were Christians when we met, and
believe | had enough discernment to know it was’S&udll
for us to marry, we didn’'t have the advantage o ook, or
any other teaching on the subject. Everything wanled
came too late for us to apply to our life. But Kmmiting this
book for my children and my children’s children,dafor
anyone who will learn from it and apply its prinkgg.

What if it's Too Late?

| don’t believe it is ever “too late” to do the higthing. In
fact, | believeit is always the right time to do the right
thing. You may have messed up your life. You may have
been going down the wrong path for years. But don’t
despair—there is still hope. This is not a book of
condemnation, but of hope, of solutions, of answers

All Things New

I’'m sure your “real world” is not perfect eitheruB do you
know what? God can change your world. No matter how
rotten your life has been up to this point, He o@ake your
world new starting right now. But you have to daypart.
Decide right now, before we go any further, thati yaill
apply your maximum effort to change your world—your
life—and | assure you that God will do His part.

The rest of your story is yet to be written. Chodgebe
among the over 50 percegtoup. Prepare yourself for a
marriage that will last a lifetime. Don't settlerftess than
the best that God has planned for you.

Decide right now that you will apply whatever chasag
necessary to your life in order to become all tAat wants
you to be. Commit to God's method for finding and
marrying the right person at the right time. Saye8Y to
God.



